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}Module 1: Poster presentation and their 

importance.

}Module 2: Review and scrutinize poster 

examples

}Module 3: What we learnt about an effective 

poster

}Module 4: How to prepare a poster?

}Module 5: Hands-on: you prepare a poster



}Different ways:
ƁOral presentation in a conference

ƁManuscript in journals

ƁPosters

ƁArticle in magazines

ƁBooklets

ƁBooks

ƁLectures

ƁRadio or TV talks

Ɓetc

http://www.google.com.sa/imgres?imgurl=http://www.kyrene.org/cms/lib2/AZ01001083/Centricity/Domain/474/student_council.PNG&imgrefurl=http://www.kyrene.org/Page/2988&usg=__ju4YeB90zDmNTU3pLHzgXFN7YCU=&h=555&w=500&sz=118&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&tbnid=FLZ8PD1JcPUkNM:&tbnh=133&tbnw=120&ei=mIa9UPWaPMWY1AWkl4GoBA&prev=/search?q=oral+presentation+clipart&num=10&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=588&site=imghp&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.com.sa/imgres?imgurl=http://www.harrison.k12.ky.us/virtual/Middle/Klausman/wp-content/uploads/Clipart-Cartoon-Design-121.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.harrison.k12.ky.us/virtual/Middle/Klausman/?cat=1&usg=__tQXrPgHnUuWlnv7-LrMUOOp9EME=&h=567&w=460&sz=71&hl=en&start=6&zoom=1&tbnid=l9fCHabqoDFSEM:&tbnh=134&tbnw=109&ei=mIa9UPWaPMWY1AWkl4GoBA&prev=/search?q=oral+presentation+clipart&num=10&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=588&site=imghp&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.com.sa/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_9uNY4ZjqBTg/TO0oMF1dhfI/AAAAAAAAASI/Y--T04bSM_M/s1600/10911-Blue-Businessman-Holding-A-Piece-Of-Paper-During-A-Speech-Or-Presentation-Clipart-Illustration.jpg&imgrefurl=http://accesstolanguages.blogspot.com/2010/11/presentation-choices.html&usg=__fihR8MLycE2d16jRnl3uo2XJwOs=&h=470&w=450&sz=46&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&tbnid=gIdxTew-nu2CGM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=124&ei=mIa9UPWaPMWY1AWkl4GoBA&prev=/search?q=oral+presentation+clipart&num=10&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=588&site=imghp&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.com.sa/imgres?imgurl=http://en.clipart-fr.com/data/clipart/objects/clipart_objects_160.gif&imgrefurl=http://portsmouthschoolsri.net/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=6739&&usg=__HORGjr2WR2UqfE-2llMbcS657w4=&h=270&w=240&sz=5&hl=en&start=7&zoom=1&tbnid=m4NirfpN15TV9M:&tbnh=113&tbnw=100&ei=mIa9UPWaPMWY1AWkl4GoBA&prev=/search?q=oral+presentation+clipart&num=10&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=588&site=imghp&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.com.sa/imgres?imgurl=http://www.njcollegeprep.org/school/science_fair/sciencefair/site/images/science-clip-art.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.njcollegeprep.org/school/science_fair/sciencefair/site/home.html&usg=__CJ-q-FkgvR9iXD1WXNZ6vy9hg54=&h=257&w=219&sz=6&hl=en&start=9&zoom=1&tbnid=Yve6aUPBiZ4TwM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=95&ei=mIa9UPWaPMWY1AWkl4GoBA&prev=/search?q=oral+presentation+clipart&num=10&hl=en&safe=active&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=588&site=imghp&tbm=isch&itbs=1
http://www.google.com.sa/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-t2BVr0xF0w8/T-QkUycVtPI/AAAAAAAAAy8/WULyTgl-aGQ/s1600/oral+presentation.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ahafizm.blogspot.com/2012/06/sem-4-1st-week-of-lecture.html&usg=__lahFogqlaU9BPF3_Otx6KWaq9UQ=&h=425&w=267&sz=34&hl=en&start=24&zoom=1&tbnid=_M7hLGdC5pSdNM:&tbnh=126&tbnw=79&ei=MYe9UIr9OofD0QWH54HQDQ&prev=/search?q=oral+presentation+clipart&start=20&num=10&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=588&site=imghp&tbm=isch&itbs=1




ÅSpecial type of presentation

ÅMounted  and visual i.e. a visual 

display of information 

ÅThe purpose is to present work to 

a standing and walking audience



Oral Poster

Conveys ideas, findings,

opinion

Conveys ideas, findings,

opinion

Presenter does the ñtalkingôPoster does most of the 

ñtalkingò

The presenter conveys the 

essence of the message

Poster conveys the essence 

of the message

Sitting or static audience Walking or standing

audience



Posters

At conferences, the presenter 

usually stands next to the 

poster, allowing for passers-by 

to engage in one-on-one 

discussions with the presenter. 

In hallways, Universities,

Shops, laboratories and 

corporations, posters are stand-

alone presentations for passers-by. 



}Efficiently communicate concepts and 

data to an audience using a 

combination of visuals and text. 

}Research results or other information 

can be presented to a large number of 

audience.

}Large amount of information from 

different disciplines can be presented. 

}Conference and scientific meeting  

planners make use of the 

communication efficiency of poster 

presentations by scheduling more 

poster than oral presentations.



}Poster presentations allows 

the author to meet and 

speak informally with 

interested viewers, 

facilitating a greater 

exchange of ideas and 

networking opportunities 

than with oral presentations.

}Poster presentations often 

are the first opportunities for 

young investigators to 

present their work at 

important scientific meetings 

and prepare their work for 

publication in a peer-
reviewed journal.



ña poster is a visual communication toolò

}An effective poster 
Ɓis easily read from 1-2 meters away

Ɓis highly visual

ƁAttracts audience

Ɓdelivers a clear message

Ɓhelps to get the main points across to as many people as 

possible

Ɓhelps to engage colleagues in conversation



}Module 2: Review and scrutinize poster 

examples



-----Your opinion

















What is right/wrong in this poster??



What is right/wrong in this poster??



What do you say about this poster?

















ÅWhatôs is the message?

ÅHow much room is available?

ÅHow much money can I spend?

ÅWhat is the deadlines.

There are several stages in planning a presentation: 

Gathering the Information

ÅWhat is the objective of the work?

ÅMethods employed to do the work

ÅProblems encountered

ÅResults

ÅConclusions

Deciding on the content

ÅWhat are we trying to achieve form 

the poster?

ÅWho will be attending? 



}Size of the poster
}Orientation
}etc



1. Title, author, affiliation.

2. Abstract.

3. Introduction ïbrief review of theories behind research and/or 

past research, purpose, hypotheses.

4. Objectives (aim of the work).

5. Methods ïparticipants, methods (possible to include Tables or 

Figures).

6. Results ïbrief description of results. Should be supplemented 

by tables and/or figures.

7. Discussion ïbrief statement of what results mean, 

acknowledgement of limitations, implications of the findings.
8. References ïcan be smaller print than other parts of the poster, but should still be 

there.



}This includes the title of the work, the authors names, 

& the institutional affiliations. 

}The title should be readable from 15 - 20 feet away. 

}If space permits, use first names for authors to 

facilitate interactions. 

}Middle initials and titles are seldom necessary. 

}Use abbreviations where possible



}Present the information in a sequence that is easy to 

follow 

}Organize that material into sections, e.g., Introduction, 

Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusions, and a few 

References Cited (avoid using too many citations.) 

}Numbering may be used to help sequence sections of 

the poster. 

}Arrange the material into columns.



}Make a sketch of the poster. Arrange the contents 

in a series of 3, 4, or 5 columns. This will facilitate 

the flow of traffic past the poster. 

Place the elements of 

the poster in position: 

The title will appear 

across the top. 

A brief introduction 

will appear at the 

upper left. 

The conclusions will 

appear at the lower 

right. 

Methods and Results 

will fill the remaining 

space. 





}Reduce text ïleave only what is 

essential.

}(Some suggest 20-25% text, 40-45% 

graphics and 30-40% empty space)

}Use short sentences, simple words, and 

bullets to illustrate discrete points. 

}Remove all non-essential information 

from graphs and tables.

}Choose one font and then use it 

throughout the poster. Add emphasis by 

using boldface, underlining, or color; 

italics are difficult to read.



}The success of a poster directly relates to the clarity 
of the illustrations and tables. 

}Self-explanatory graphics should dominate the 
poster.

}A minimal amount of text should supplement the 
graphic materials. 

}Use empty space between poster elements to 
differentiate and highlight these elements. 

}Graphic materials should be visible easily from a 
minimum distance of 6 feet. 

}Restrained use of 2 - 3 colors for emphasis is 
valuable; overuse is not. 



}Double-space all text. The text should be large 

enough to be read easily from at least 6 feet 

away. 

}For section headings (e.g., Introduction), use bold, 

maybe a font size of about 36-42. For supporting text 

(e.g., text within each section & figure captions), use 

font sizes of about 24-28 (bold, if appropriate). In 

general, use font sizes proportional to importance: 
Ɓlargest font size- Title 

Ɓnext largest font size - Section headings 

Ɓmedium font size - Supporting material 

Ɓsmallest font size ïDetails 



}Softer colors (pastels & greys) should be chosen for 

the  background ïas these are easiest to view and 

offer the best contrast for text, graphic, and 

photographic elements. 



}Use a white or colored background to unify the poster: 
ƁMuted colors, or shades of gray, are best for the background. 

Use more intense colors as borders or for emphasis, but be 

conservative - overuse of color is distracting. 

Introduction

Methods

Results Discussion



}If possible, label data lines in graphs directly, 

using large type & color. 

}Lines in illustrations should be larger than 

normal. Use contrast and colors for emphasis. 

}Use colors to distinguish different data groups in 

graphs. Avoid using patterns or open bars in 

histograms. 

}Colored transparency overlays can be useful for 

comparing/contrasting graphic results. 



}Use a light background with darker 
photos; a dark background with lighter 
photos. 

} Use a neutral background (gray) to 
emphasize color in photos; a white 
background to reduce the impact of 
colored photos. 

} Most poster sessions are held in halls lit 
with harsh fluorescent light. If exact colors 
are important to the data, balance those 
colors for use with fluorescent lighting. 
Also, all colors will be intensified; bright 
(saturated) colors may become 
unpleasent to view



Software Tools

V Microsoft  PowerPoint: a good, relatively easy to use tool for 

creating one sheet.

V Microsoft Publisher: useful to print the poster on A4 sheets then 

stick it together. It is very effective in preparing the title banner.

V Adobe Photoshop: is good for manipulating images.

V Microsoft Excel can create graphics and export them for Power 

Point.



}Module 4: How to prepare a poster?

Using PowerPoint e.g. 2007

To receive



Starting PowerPoint 2007 and Creating a 
Presentation

1. Double click the PowerPoint 2007 icon on the 
Desktop. PowerPoint will open with a blank title 
slide.

2. Click the Layout button in the Slides group to 
view the different slide layouts and select the 
Blank layout to remove the placeholders.





New



}Select Blank slide in the Layout





}Conferences will provide guidelines for poster 

presentations, indicating what size posters should 

be and whether they should be landscape or 

portrait. 

}The most common size is A0 (approx. 4ft x 3 ft). 

(120 cm x 90 cm). The A4 size can also be 

used.

}Orientation: Portrait

90 cm

120 cm

Landscape

120 cm

90 cm



}Go to the Design tab on the Ribbon and click 

Page Setup. The Page Setup dialog box will 

appear.

}In the Slides sized for: box select Custom.

}In the Width: box enter 90 and in the Height: 

box enter 120. 

}In the Orientation section, make sure that 

Portrait is selected under Slides and click OK.




