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What is publishable?What is publishable?pp
ماهية البحوث القابلة للنشر؟ماهية البحوث القابلة للنشر؟

Journals publish papaers that are Journals publish papaers that are 
i  t  b  id l  d d f l t  i  t  b  id l  d d f l t  going to be widely read and useful to going to be widely read and useful to 

the readers.the readers.
Papers that report Papers that report ““ original and original and 
i ifi  fi dii ifi  fi disignificant findings.significant findings.

Papers that well organized and well Papers that well organized and well Papers that well organized and well Papers that well organized and well 
written.written.
Papers that are concise and yet Papers that are concise and yet 
completecompletecomplete.complete.





Getting Your Research in Print: from Planning to Getting Your Research in Print: from Planning to 
PublicationPublicationPublicationPublication

Publishing a paper in a journal is the Publishing a paper in a journal is the 
most important way of most important way of most important way of most important way of 
communicating the results of your communicating the results of your 

h t  th  i tifi  it  h t  th  i tifi  it  research to the scientific community. research to the scientific community. 

The sequence starts from the first The sequence starts from the first 
d ft  b i i  fd ft  b i i  f ‘‘draft, submission, refereesdraft, submission, referees‘‘
comments, publication and all steps comments, publication and all steps , p p, p p
in between.in between.



Steps of publication processSteps of publication processp p pp p p
””خطوات النشر العلمىخطوات النشر العلمى““

Choosing the journal Choosing the journal 
Preparing the paperPreparing the paperPreparing the paper Preparing the paper 
–– Journal formats, submission Journal formats, submission 

The editorial process The editorial process 
–– Editors and reviewersEditors and reviewersEditors and reviewers Editors and reviewers 
–– Responding to reviews, resubmission of the Responding to reviews, resubmission of the 

i d i ti d i trevised manuscript revised manuscript 
The final stages The final stages gg
–– Galley proofs and their correction Galley proofs and their correction 

CoCo authors agreement copyright transferauthors agreement copyright transfer–– CoCo--authors agreement, copyright transfer, authors agreement, copyright transfer, 
reprints. reprints. 





D t i th b i f tD t i th b i f tDetermine the basic formatDetermine the basic format
There are three basic formats for peerThere are three basic formats for peer--reviewed research reviewed research 
articles.articles.

FullFull--length research articleslength research articles::FullFull length research articleslength research articles::

Short (or brief) communicationsShort (or brief) communications::Short (or brief) communicationsShort (or brief) communications::
Unlike full papers, methods, results, and discussions may be Unlike full papers, methods, results, and discussions may be 
combined into a single sectioncombined into a single sectioncombined into a single section.combined into a single section.

Rapid communications:Rapid communications:
Articles that have immediate implications for public health  Articles that have immediate implications for public health  



Re ie articlesRe ie articlesReview articlesReview articles
R i  ti l  ( l  ll d i ) R i  ti l  ( l  ll d i ) Review articles (also called overviews) Review articles (also called overviews) 
are formal approach to gathering, are formal approach to gathering, 

l i  d di i  i l  l i  d di i  i l  evaluating, and discussing previously evaluating, and discussing previously 
published work.published work.

It quantitatively combine the results of It quantitatively combine the results of It quantitatively combine the results of It quantitatively combine the results of 
previous studies to arrive at a summary previous studies to arrive at a summary 
estimateestimateestimate.estimate.

It i  ti l l  f l f  d i i  It i  ti l l  f l f  d i i  It is particularly useful for designing It is particularly useful for designing 
future studies. future studies. 



Select a Jo rnalSelect a Jo rnalSelect a JournalSelect a Journal

There is one essential feature that There is one essential feature that 
 h ld t i    h ld t i   you should not compromise on you should not compromise on 

““manuscripts must be peer reviewed manuscripts must be peer reviewed manuscripts must be peer reviewed manuscripts must be peer reviewed 
for publication if they are to be for publication if they are to be 

id d h ti lid d h ti l ””   considered research articlesconsidered research articles””. . 



Language:Language: English has become the English has become the Language:Language: English has become the English has become the 
dominant form for international scientific dominant form for international scientific 

i ii icommunication.communication.
Scope:Scope: What type of research does the What type of research does the Scope:Scope: What type of research does the What type of research does the 
journal publish? Is its focus broad or journal publish? Is its focus broad or 
narrow? Which disciplines are narrow? Which disciplines are narrow? Which disciplines are narrow? Which disciplines are 
represented? What is the journalrepresented? What is the journal’’s s 

i i  i i  f  l  i  i  f  l  i  i  li i lli i l   orientation orientation –– for example, is it for example, is it clinicalclinical or or 
basicbasic, , theoreticaltheoretical or or appliedapplied??,, pppp
Indexing:Indexing: Is the journal indexed in the Is the journal indexed in the 
major electronic databases such as major electronic databases such as major electronic databases such as major electronic databases such as 
Medline, Biological Abstracts, Chemical Medline, Biological Abstracts, Chemical 
bbAbstracts.Abstracts.



Availability:Availability: Is the journal broadly available? Is Is the journal broadly available? Is 
there an online version of the journal? Are papersthere an online version of the journal? Are papersthere an online version of the journal? Are papers there an online version of the journal? Are papers 
provided in PDF format?provided in PDF format?

Figures:Figures: Do figures published in the journal haveDo figures published in the journal haveFigures:Figures: Do figures published in the journal have Do figures published in the journal have 
the resolution that you need?the resolution that you need?

Time to Print:Time to Print: Using the “date submitted” and a Using the “date submitted” and a 
“d t t d” th t bli h d th ti l“d t t d” th t bli h d th ti l“date accepted” that are published on the article, “date accepted” that are published on the article, 
along with the date of the issue, you can estimate along with the date of the issue, you can estimate 
h l h f h i ll hh l h f h i ll hthe length of the review process as well as the the length of the review process as well as the 

time from acceptance to publication in print.time from acceptance to publication in print.



Charges:Charges:
S j l bill h hS j l bill h hSome journals bill the authorSome journals bill the author
forfor page chargespage charges a cost pera cost perfor for page chargespage charges, a cost per , a cost per 
final printed page.final printed page.

Impact factor:Impact factor:Impact factor: Impact factor: 
is an annual measure of the is an annual measure of the is an annual measure of the is an annual measure of the 
extent to which articles in a extent to which articles in a 

i  j l  it di  j l  it dgiven journal are cited.given journal are cited.



What is after jo rnal selection?What is after jo rnal selection?What is after journal selection?What is after journal selection?

Outline the paperOutline the paper
W it  th  fi t d ftW it  th  fi t d ftWrite the first draftWrite the first draft
Revise the manuscriptRevise the manuscriptRevise the manuscriptRevise the manuscript
Check the referencesCheck the references
Write the final title and abstractWrite the final title and abstract
ReRe--read the journal's read the journal's ReRe--read the journal s read the journal s 
Instructions to AuthorsInstructions to Authors
Prepare the final illustrationsPrepare the final illustrations



What to avoid?What to avoid?What to avoid?What to avoid?

Data without scientific discussion.Data without scientific discussion.
Review of the literature are not sufficient.Review of the literature are not sufficient.
Use of the phrase Use of the phrase ““NovelNovel”” or or ““First First timetime””Use of the phrase Use of the phrase NovelNovel or or First First ––timetime
in the title or abstract. Such descriptions in the title or abstract. Such descriptions 
do not impress the reader or the do not impress the reader or the 
reviewerreviewerreviewer.reviewer.
The use of abbreviations without The use of abbreviations without 
mentioning full names.mentioning full names.
M k  th  ti l   lM k  th  ti l   lMake the article very long.Make the article very long.



Get feedback on your manuscript and then Get feedback on your manuscript and then 
i i t ii i t irevise your manuscript againrevise your manuscript again

Getting feedback is one of the most Getting feedback is one of the most 
important things that you can do to important things that you can do to p g yp g y
improve your article. First, be sure your improve your article. First, be sure your 
coco--authors have had a chance to read and authors have had a chance to read and coco authors have had a chance to read and authors have had a chance to read and 
comment on the draft.comment on the draft.

Then, when it is ready, give the Then, when it is ready, give the , y, g, y, g
manuscript to some colleagues. Indicate manuscript to some colleagues. Indicate 
to when you would like to receive their to when you would like to receive their to when you would like to receive their to when you would like to receive their 
comments, and what levels of information comments, and what levels of information 
you would like (e g  comments on the you would like (e g  comments on the you would like (e.g., comments on the you would like (e.g., comments on the 
science, logic, language, and/or style). science, logic, language, and/or style). 



Submit the manuscript to the Submit the manuscript to the pp
editoreditor

Follow the Instructions to Authors Follow the Instructions to Authors 
t  d t it  d t ito determine:to determine:
what items you need to submit  what items you need to submit  what items you need to submit, what items you need to submit, 
how to submit them, how to submit them, 
and to whom you should send and to whom you should send 
themthemthem.them.
list possible reviewers (or list possible reviewers (or list possible reviewers (or list possible reviewers (or 
individuals to be avoided).  individuals to be avoided).  



On line tracking of manuscript g p
status



Request for revisionRequest for revisionRequest for revisionRequest for revision

Request for revision is not a Request for revision is not a 
t  th t th   ill b  t  th t th   ill b  guarantee that the paper will be guarantee that the paper will be 

accepted.accepted.pp

Do not get discouraged if your paper  Do not get discouraged if your paper  
was rejectedwas rejectedwas rejected.was rejected.



What to do?What to do?What to do?What to do?

Read editorial comments with Read editorial comments with 
d i   ll b t  d i   ll b t  advisor or collaborator. advisor or collaborator. 

Do not just turn around and submit Do not just turn around and submit 
the paper to another journal.the paper to another journal.



D l ith i ' tD l ith i ' tDeal with reviewers' commentsDeal with reviewers' comments
Most manuscripts are not accepted on the first Most manuscripts are not accepted on the first 
submission. However, you may well be invited to submission. However, you may well be invited to 

b it  i d i t  If  h  t  d  b it  i d i t  If  h  t  d  resubmit a revised manuscript. If you chose to do resubmit a revised manuscript. If you chose to do 
so, you will need to respond to the reviewer so, you will need to respond to the reviewer 
comments.comments.co e tsco e ts

Do this with tact. Answer every concern of the Do this with tact. Answer every concern of the yy
reviewers, and indicate where the corresponding reviewers, and indicate where the corresponding 
changes were made in the manuscript if they changes were made in the manuscript if they 
were  indeed  madewere  indeed  madewere, indeed, made.were, indeed, made.

You do not need to make all of the changes that You do not need to make all of the changes that You do not need to make all of the changes that You do not need to make all of the changes that 
the reviewer recommended, but you do need to the reviewer recommended, but you do need to 
provide a convincing rationale for any changes provide a convincing rationale for any changes 
th t  did t k  Wh   b it th t  did t k  Wh   b it that you did not make. When you resubmit that you did not make. When you resubmit 



Check the proofsCheck the proofsCheck the proofsCheck the proofs



Celebrate!Celebrate!Celebrate!Celebrate!



Impact factorImpact factorImpact factorImpact factor

Journals use the numerical "Impact Journals use the numerical "Impact Journals use the numerical Impact Journals use the numerical Impact 
Factor" as an indirect quantitative Factor" as an indirect quantitative 
measure of a journal's importance in the measure of a journal's importance in the 
medical field and scientific literature  medical field and scientific literature  medical field and scientific literature. medical field and scientific literature. 



How is the impact factor calculated?How is the impact factor calculated?How is the impact factor calculated?How is the impact factor calculated?

The impact factor is a calculation of how The impact factor is a calculation of how 
frequent a journal's articles are cited in a frequent a journal's articles are cited in a frequent a journal s articles are cited in a frequent a journal s articles are cited in a 
22--year period.year period.
As an example, the As an example, the 2009 2009 impact factor for impact factor for 
a journal would be:a journal would be:jj
Impact Factor = A / BImpact Factor = A / B
A  N b  f ti  A  N b  f ti  20072007 08 08 ti l   ti l   A = Number of times A = Number of times 20072007--08 08 articles are articles are 
cited from a given journal cited from a given journal 
B = Number of total "citable items" B = Number of total "citable items" 
published in given journal during published in given journal during 20072007--0808published in given journal during published in given journal during 20072007 0808





Ranking of jo rnalsRanking of jo rnalsRanking of journalsRanking of journals



Online publications as a source of Online publications as a source of pp
scientific impactscientific impact    

What Open Access is?What Open Access is?
The Open Access publishing is The Open Access publishing is 
composed of free  online copies of composed of free  online copies of composed of free, online copies of composed of free, online copies of 
peerpeer--reviewed journal articles.reviewed journal articles.

In most cases there are no In most cases there are no In most cases there are no In most cases there are no 
restrictions on their use by readers. restrictions on their use by readers. yy



What Open Access is not?What Open Access is not?What Open Access is not?What Open Access is not?    
There are various misunderstandings about Open There are various misunderstandings about Open 
AccessAccessAccess. Access. 
It is not selfIt is not self--publishing, publishing, 
nor a way to bypass peernor a way to bypass peer--review and   review and   
publicationpublicationpublication, publication, 
nor is it a kind of secondnor is it a kind of second--class publishing class publishing 
route.route.
“It is simply a means to make research results“It is simply a means to make research resultsIt is simply a means to make research results It is simply a means to make research results 
freely available online to the whole research freely available online to the whole research 
communitycommunity ””communitycommunity ..  



Why should Authors Provide Open Access 
t th i W k to their Work؟ ؟

Research articles that have been selfResearch articles that have been self archivedarchivedResearch articles that have been selfResearch articles that have been self--archived archived 
are cited more often than those that have not.are cited more often than those that have not.

Across most subject areas there is at least a Across most subject areas there is at least a 
t f ld i i it ti t It f ld i i it ti t Itwofold increase in citation rate.In some twofold increase in citation rate.In some 
subject areas it is even higher.subject areas it is even higher.subject areas it is even higher.subject areas it is even higher.

This form of Open Access means that research This form of Open Access means that research 
has much more impact than beforehas much more impact than before ..



On line tracking of your manuscript On line tracking of your manuscript g y pg y p
statusstatus

How you can follow the publication How you can follow the publication 
procedure of your manuscript?procedure of your manuscript?










